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HEADQUAllTEKS FOR TUE NATIONAL
TIUltUNK

We have secured room 135 Hollenden
Hotel Cleveland Ohio for the headquar-
ters

¬

of The National Tribune
during the National Encampment This
is directly across the hall from the Na-

tional
¬

Headquarters of the G A R W
R C and iadies of the G A- - R and all
comrades are invited to make use of it
They can make appointments to meet their
friends there direct their mail to be sent
there and otherwise make it their con-

venience

¬

We shall be glad to meet there
all the readers of the paper

AFIELD WITH CROCKERS BRIGADE

By David H Strain Co B 15th Iowa
This is a simple narrative of the every-

day
¬

doings of this famous brigade which
was composed of some of the best right ¬

ing regiments in the magnificent Array of
the Tennessee

PORT HUDSON

A Reminiscence of the Civil War
By CoL Prentiss Ingraham

This is a tribute by a gallant Confed-

erate
¬

officer who was among the defend-

ers
¬

of Port Hudson to the brave boys
in blue who besieged that place and par-

ticularly
¬

to those who formed the cele
bnted Forlorn Hope It will appear in
an early number of The National Tri-

bune

¬

A bridge builder is always tried by his
piers

Mb Evanss- - gossip hunting spies cost
the Treasury 100000 a year

Gen Miless visit to West Point was a
rude jolt to many of the cadets in show-

ing
¬

a really great soldier who never was
in the Academy

Who says that it will take ages to
Americanize the islands The Pono
Eicans are already giving up g

for base ball

So far Fighting Bill Chandler seems
to be satisfied with the knock out he has
given Fighting Bob Evans and Evans
isnt saying a word

e
Mr Evans pays 2300 a year each to

men to prowl around neighborhoods and
try to collect gossip to serve as a pretext
for taking 2 a week from some poor old
widow

Eves California is invading Europe
with her oranges lemons prunes apples
and pears which arrive there iu better
shape find costing less than the French
Spanish and Italian

The cruiser Cleveland soon to be
launched is named after the metropolis
of Ohio and not the heavy tonnage
Harveyized nicfccl Statesman who was
twice President of the United States

Me Leadbeatek is a Councilman of
Alexandria Va Of course if he must
beat something lead is much better than
his wife and children But why not
change his name a little and lead better
life

New York continues to be very well sat-
isfied

¬

with the operation of her inheritance
tax which seems to be as fair just and
well working a revenue system as can be
devised The State Treasury will recehe
something like 30000 from the estate of
the late millionaire dentist Evans

It used to be said that it cost us 10000
for every Indian killed Great Britains
South African war is costing her 1000
000 a diiy The net results of last weeks
operations were 24 Boers captured As a
business proposition we seem to have al ¬

ways been far ahead of the British
m

The German newspapers report a bad
attack of mouth disease in Count Von
Wnldersce since his return from China
From the way they are speaking of him
they need to import the American term

blowhard to properly characterize his
big stories of very small deeds

If Senator Tillman is so certain that
the whites are going to remain on top
in spite of the devil why is he so afraid
to have the negroes learn useful trades
If the whites are predestined to be the
top layer the higher the lower strata arc
raised the higher the elevation of the
Vfhitcs

It is very easy to estimate the value
of Henry Clay Evanss savings to the
Treasury Every time he embitters some
poor old veteran or veterans widows de-
clining

¬

years by denying his or her pen ¬

sion he saves on an nverage 10828 a
year or a triffle over 2 a week Think
of how much misery the deprivation of
that small amount inflicts

The German tariff is not the first step
In a general European combination
against this country for the reason that
it hits the Russian and Austrian grain
markets harder than our own if any¬

thing There never will be a European
combination against us for the reason
that every one of them have troubles of
their own and they are going to make
the best terms possible with us as with
each other The European concert has
been attempted too often and too often
disastrously failed to be worth while wor
ICvuiz over

the coannssioxEiis KEroitT
Mr Evans has furnished to the press

the following

Commissioner of Pensions Evans has
prepared it statement showing the opera ¬

tions in iirincipil features of the Pension
Bureau during the last fiscal year as com¬

pared with former years Most of the
data will bo embodied in his annual le
port and the statement is prepared fer-
tile use of the National Encampment of
the G A It which will be hold before
the repoit is ready

It shows that the number ot pensioners
on the rolls June ISO last were 997735 a
not gain of 4205 over last year The total
net loss to the roll during the year was
43580 which includes 38153 by death
853 by remarriage 15S2 by minors reach ¬

ing the age ot lt 153S by failure to claim
pension and 1400 fropi other causes A
comparative table shows that the roll for
the vear inst closed is the Msli waler

linark in the history of the IVnsiou Bu
reau me next iiigncsi ii miuk uitu
reached in 1S9S Of the gains to the rolls
during the jear 3849 were from the war
with Spain The losses include two from
the Revolution 215 from the War of 1812
S2 from the war with Mexico and 544
from the Indian wars The giiiis to the
roll since 1S0S were 13334 widows of the
civil war and 5004 from the Spanish
war total 1S938 The net gain to the
rolls in the four years was 4021

GENEROSITY IN BOUNTY TO WIDOWS

Pensions granted to widows under the
act of June 27 1800 during tie year num ¬

bered KiOlO or nearly 4XX iu excess or
those granted the previous jcar

The pensioners on the rolls are classi-
fied

¬

as follows Survivors SG35- - inva-
lids

¬

739994 widows 240080 These
comprise 13124 widows and the 8055
survivors on nccotint of old wars prior
to 1801 207075 invalids and SS802 on
account of general laws disability of
service origin mostly civil war Jxiii
invalids and nalll widows on account
of the June 1SU0 act civil war disability
not due to service U0 army nurses and
3555 invalids and 2040 widows on ac-

count
¬

of the war with Spain
The total amount nam to pensioners at

first payment on the allowance of their
claim during 1901 was 9934704 or
S10G23S more than the first payments
during 1900 This amount represents the
arrears of pension aggregating 075 claims
allowed to an average of nearly 1500
each

The fees paid to attorneys amounted to
591245 an increase of almost 74KX

due to the Spanish war At least 100000
of the medical examinations held during
the year resulted unfavorably to the
claimants The amount paid to pension-
ers

¬

under the general law during the year
was G78G7233 n decrease of 1790233
from the amount paid last year

HEAVY PENSIONS THE TBESENT YEAR

It is believed that during the fiscal year
of 1902 the payments under the general
law will be exceeded by those to pension
ers under the act of 1S90 The Spanish
war pensioners received 11225 ah in-

crease
¬

over last year of 842320 and the
pensioners under the act of 1890 as
amended May G 1900 received 00973
4S1 an increase over last year of 1
207402 -

During the last 30 years the survivors
of the War of 1S12 and their widows
have received 44841G4S Mexican war
302011S7 and Indian wars 5402054

The total disbursements ior pensions from
July 1 1790 to June 30 of this year
aggregate 2763350033 There were
45SG0 claimants for pension during the
year

The pension rolls still contain the
names of one survivor and 1527 widows
on account of the War of 1812 1086 sur-
vivors

¬

and 3479 widows on account of
Indian wars and 75GS survivors and
8109 widows on account of the Mexican
war The Bureau issued 109008 certifi-
cates

¬

of all classes during the year 44- -
225 being for original pension The num
ber of claims pending July 1 last was
403509 The statement gives the fol-
lowing

¬

amounts of money paid pensioners
under different Administrations

PAYMENTS DURING ADMINISTRATIONS

President Grants first termllC13G275
Average per year 2903 G09

President Grants second tm 114305357
Average per year 28598839

President Hayess Adminis-
tration

¬

145322489
Average per year 3S330022

President Garfields Adminis-
tration

¬

237825070
Average per year 59450208

President Clevelands first
term 305G3CCG2

Average per year 70409100
President Harrisons Admin

istration
Average per year

President Clevelands second
term -

Average per year
President McKinleys first

519707720
129920931

557950407
139487002

term 500000547
Average per year 140000137

The first thing that strikes one in read
ing this is that the veterans of the rebel-
lion

¬

are not given the benefits of this in ¬

crease of 420G on the pension roll Near ¬

ly the whole went to the survivors and
they nearly all survive of the Spanish
war They got 3849 of the total of
4200 or over 90 per cent of the gain

This too while the veterans are old
and at the critical periods of their lives
while the Spanish war survivors and their
widows arc all young with the greater
part of their lives yet before them

The next thought is that with all these
hundreds of thousands of unadjudicatcd
cares on file with the claimants all past
the meridian of life and constantly grow
ing older and needier with what iron
rigidity has leen kept the tab on the
graveyard and no one admitted to the
roll until some one died and made a place
for him Even including this extraordi ¬

nary increase of 420G during the past
year Mr Evaus has allowed a net in ¬

crease to the rolls during his four years
of but 4021 As the Spanish war was
fought in the meantime and has so far
resulted in 5004 additions there are
really fewer Union veterans and their
widows on the rolls than there were when
he took charge

This too at a time when the rapidly
increasing infirmities of the Union vet
erans demanded a large expansion of the
roll

This fact is again brought out strongly
in the great discrimination of the amount
paid pensioners under the old law for dis-

abilities
¬

of service origin In the very
niiture of things these invalids must grow
needier every year with an increase their
ratings required by their increasing disa-
bilities

¬

Yet the payments lo this clasu
diminished 1720253 last year

The fees paid pension attorneys last
year aggregated 591245 and was cer-
tainly

¬

the hardest earned money paid any
attorneys in the country

There were over 100000 claimants re-
jected

¬

on medical grounds which sutn
ciently explains the ghastly farce of pro-
nouncing

¬

every week 2000 pien past 00
and who have undergone the most terri-
ble

¬

cainpaigus as not incapacitated for
the performance of manual labor Was
thcic ever anything more absurd -

The comparisons of the pensions ex-
penditures

¬

under different Administra ¬

tions are very interesting but they recall
facts that the Commissioner did not in ¬

tend
Under the Administrations of Grant

Hayes and Garfield the veterans of the
war of the rebellion were still young
men They had the youthful vigor which
could for the time overcome the strains
upon their physiques made by their ter-
rible

¬

campaigns They had youthful
pride which would not let them admit
that they who --had done such wonderful
thiugs in the field were not physically
equal to anything in civil life

Still more the country was then groan
ing under the enormous debt due the bond
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holders and it was their patriotic duty
to in every way help the Treasury pay
an average of about 200000000 n year
in gold wliich it had to raise for principal
and interest To do everything possible
to assist the country out of this morass
of debt seemed to those public spirited
young men as much of a duty as to fight
the battle in the field So all thought
of pension was discouraged except for
those who were so badly disabled as to
be iu absolute need

By the time of Garfields Arthurs and
Clevelands Administrations age was be-

ginning
¬

to tell on these men The drafts
drawn on their physical vigor by the
swamps ot the Mississippi the sands in
front of Charleston the bleak Cumber--
lands and the fathomless- - mud of Vir-
ginia

¬

were beginning to mature and that
relentless creditor Age was pressing for
payment The strongest wills could no
longer overcome or conceal their growing
disablements Besides the country had
thanks to the heavy taxation wliich they
had cheerfully endured emerged from the
incubus of debt Specie payments had
been resumed the Treasury had been put
in a most healthful condition and the ex-
tinction

¬

of the National debt was in sight
Then they who had so generously

helped the bondholders began to thinfe
that something was due tliein who had
borne the heat and burden of that m6
meutous quarter of a century They be ¬

gan to ask the Government to remember
its promises to them in its hour of need
now that their hour of need had come

Any one who reflects that men grow old
and become more helpless and needy as
age advances must understand and ex-
pect

¬

that up to a certain period there
must and should be a rapid increase in
pension expenditures wliich will again
suffer a rapid decline as the pensioners
begin dying in great numbers The latter
period has not yet arrived and the coun-
try

¬

nhould be deeply grateful that it has
not and that so many of the heroes of
the Nations greatest days are still spared
the country As the Treasury saves an
average of only 1082S a year by the
death of a pensioner it is not creditable
to any one to wish for a more swcepTufc
mortality among the veterans than now
prevails An average of 2 a week is cer-
tainly

¬

not an extravagant price to pay to
men who rendered the country such serv-
ice

¬

Nobody outside of the Pension Bu-
reau

¬

is anxious to economize as to sacri-
fice

¬

a veteran to save an annual outlav
of 10828

a root ntiEND
The New York Journal is doing Admiral

Schley the worst injury by putting him
up as a Southerner and a Democrat
who is being attacked by Republicans to
prevent him being a Presidential possibil-
ity

¬

As a matter of fact Schley is no
more a Southerner than any of the others
of that Pennsylvania German stock to
which he belongs It was by a mere acci-
dent

¬

that his forefathers with the keen
instinct for fine lands of the Pennsylvania
Dutch drifted a few miles farther south
than did the most of the clan and settled
at Frederick Md The whole of that
sturdy German stock the stock to which
Barbara Frietchio belonged were out-
spoken

¬

Unionists and their solid Ger-
man

¬

steadfastness was the holding ground
by which Maryland was safely anchored
in the Union By marriage Schley is af-
filiated

¬

with the Baltimore Secessionists
but his blood relations are all radical
Unionists of Central and Western Mary-
land

¬

AVhat his more recent politics may
be is not definitely known but in earlier
life he was uncompromisingly Republican
But none of this has the slightest bearing
on the real case and the people do not
want their minds confused by it There
are just two things that the American
people want the Court of Inquiry to de-

velop
¬

1 Whether Schley acted throughout
the campaign as an American naval ollicer
of high rank should have acted

2 Whether there is a ring controlling
the Navy Department which builds up
or tears down men according to its own
selfish wishes and without regnrd to his
deserving or the interests of the public
service

It is a crime to obscure these plain is ¬

sues which the people are anxious to have
met with any appeals to politics or sec-
tionalism

¬

Gen MacArthor talks coolly sensi-
bly

¬

and hopefully about the conditions in
the Philippines He says that the coun-
try

¬

has been fearfully ravaged by war
and there is danger of the rcturu of many
of the people to barbarism But the
power of the cruel and murderous insur
recto caste has been thoroughly broken
The common people no longer fear tSem
and can return to peaceful ways and obe ¬

dience to the laws without fear of being
murdered and their property destroyed
The people want to become good law
abiding citizens and will do lo now The
Commission is proceeding wisely and
showing what a vast improvement the
American rule is to the Spanish It will
be necessary to keep a considerable gar¬

rison in the islands for some years yet as
might be expected for a large part of
the country never was really occupied by
the Spaniards and what they did occupy
was badly misgoverned These conditions
cannot be changed in a day or ttvo

Maj Gen Warren Keifer who had
the unusual distinction of being a Major
General in two ware and who had ex-
ceptional

¬

opportunities for information ut
Santiago talks very coolly and sensibiy
about the Schley matter He says that
Schley has made a mistake iu calling for
a court since it will develop how little
he actually had to do with the battle It
was really a Captains fight Admiral
Sampson had given the Captains explicit
orders as to positions and what to do
No general order was given after the bat-
tle

¬

began and so it made no difference
where Sampson was Schley gave no or-
ders

¬

except the famous one about the
loops With this exception the battle
went on precisely as Snmpson had
planned with the addition of what every
Captain found necessary to do from mo-
ment

¬

to moment

The steel strike is a struggle between
two gigantic corporations one seeking to
monopolize the steel production of the
country the other to monopolize certain
forms of skilled labor If the labor union
were not so proscriptive to Americaa
boru boys who want a chance to learn
highly paid trades and so favorable to
the importation of skilled laborers from
abroad the public would have more sym
pathy with it

Jcst what Vice President Roosevelt
meant at Hutchison Ivan when he
warned the veterans not to envy a life
of eas we are unnbla to niako out
from the telegraphic abstract of his
speech The easy life which a veteran
leads en his pension of 2 a week is hard
ly calculated to arouse any oues envy
And certainly tbose whom the Commis
sioner will not allow even this much do
not Ud an easy life

horty
On thetfarchtotheSeat

CovrlxbteJ 1S55 by the fmbllsliers of Tut National
WrfinoNK-

llrr
Great Need of Meat In the Army Pete and

Sandy Draw S6me Confederate Fresh
Pork Contrition at Deceiving the Colo
nelThe Colonels View of the Matter

Now whars yo done bin nil dis time
yo ole wngaboiiV was Aunt Minerva
Anns greeting to Uncle Ephranu as fol-

lowing by Patsy the Kinch he wandered
down to her bailiwick and she noticed
that he brought her nothing to eat Bin
giilumphiu lound de country as usual
tendiut bberything but your nacheral

business ob lindiu pervizions xf er me an
de Cuunel What yo tink wo lib on
anyway Eh Dis cold white rice Dis
nasty pasty whitewash stuff Dar haint
no inoi e meat tu bone in hit dan dar is
in de white ob an aig or a pigs lights
See how Im piuiir away under hit til
yo could stuff n pillar anywhar inside my
dicss An de Gunnels gittin peakeder
ebery day til yo could aniost shave
yourself wid his face An yo goes off
and stays days traipsiu round de coun-
try

¬

an den conies in empty handed nu
spects me t feed yo What sort ob a
husban is yo anywny Dar haint uuf
fin hyah not eben rice nuff fer me an
de Gunnel ter morrer NulIIn but coffee
an sugar an salt Not a speck ob meat
ob any kind

For de Lnwds sake den gib me a cup
ob coffee anyway Nervy for Is amost
daid so I am An one fer dis boy
hyah

Who dat brat asked Aunt Minerva
Ann viewing Patsy the Kinch with se-
vere

¬

disapproval Uncle Ephraim had
hoped that she would take to him on sight
as rapturously as she had done to Pete
but physically capacious as Aunt Minerva
Aims bosom seemed to be there was no
room in it for but one love

Dat boy explained Uncle Ephraim
in tones of admiration intended to move
Aunt Minervas heart is Patsy the
Kinch one ob de finest boys in de whole
worP He belongs iu Fort McAllister
but he piloted us froo de rebel lines an
done sabed my life

lluh not a great deal dat grunted
Aunt Minerva Ann determined not to
condone in any way the mortal offense
of failure to bring in something to eat
Leetle good sabin de life ob a man what

haint gumption nuff t find sumfin t eat
Jake film- awar Don t want no rebel
brats hangiii round headquarters

But Aervy pleaded uncle Ephraim
jes gib us a cup of coffee Is amost

daid I done tells yo
Your own fault den snapped Aunt

Minerva Kase ob your fool projeckin
roun de country stid ob tendin t your
business Where leetle Pete

Here I am Aunty exclaimed Pete
running up to be folded to her ample
bosom Had an awful time Thought
I was never going to see you again sev-
eral

¬

times 4

Did yo yo pore honey exclaimed
Minerva Ann with her eyes full of tears

Well Is bin savin sumfin fo yo t eat
fearins yod done- - come in hongry Set
down an Ill git It1 for yo an make yo
some coffee Ill make some for yo too
Eph yo ole loafer though yo dont de
sarve hit

In spite of the meagerress of the ra ¬

tions at headqharters Aunt Minerva Ann
had laid by some tidbits for Pete and no
hunger of her own would induce her to
touch them

Pete was cute enbugh to perceive that
there was a domestic storm with Uncle
Ephraim out iu the rain and while Aunt
Minerva Anns back was turned super-
intending

¬

the boiling of the coffee he slily
divided his stock of goodies yith Uncle
Ephraim- - who at once divided with Patsy
the Kinch

Not a speck ob meat in de camp
grumbled Aunt Minerva Ann over the
kettle casting occasional baleful looks at
Uncle Ephraim only de griddle greaser
an I has t lend dat t de Mis Whif
fletree du lady wnt cooks fer de Cunnel
ob de 1st Oshkosh De woman wat
cooks fer de Captain wanted t borry hit
but I done tolc her hit wuz a Cunnels
greaser and couldnt go no lower dan a
Major by no means A great big coun-
try

¬

big as do worl an a lazy ii

nigger wnt kin eat a shoulder
ob fresh pork at a meal when somebody
else provides hit say he cant find no
meat het his wife an Cunnel starve fer
meat an purtend he cant find none
not a shoat mira chicken nur a tukey
in hundreds ob miles I spose Whatd de
folks lib on roun hyah tell me dat

Aunty we just had the greatest time
you ever heard of said Pete trying to
lighten the atmosphere as he sipped his
coffee and munched his food Undo Eph-
raim

¬

and Patsy in order to conceal that
they were eating turned their backs upon
the irate dame of the Colonels kitchen

Weve bin clear down to the sea and
out on it

An seed turkles bigs a haystack sun
fish broad as a bed kivvcr an snakes big
cer an longcru nry crane vine vo ebber
seed broke in Uncle Ephraim unable to
contain himself

Shet up Eph sabe yer href fer coolin
yer coffee snapped his spouse Yo al
luz was an onaccouutable liar bout what
yod done seed Then to Pete My
honey boy why did you go out mong
clem orful tings Why dont yo stay
wid de Cunnel an be safe Wuzzent yo
powerfully skeered

Um urn a little bit admitted Pete
I was wuss skeered dan I ebber was

in all my born days said Uncle Eph-
raim

¬

I jes tought ole Satan wuz hab
bin a circus parade ob all his managerie
t pick out de one he was a gwiue t feed
me to--

Ob course yo was retorted Aunt
Minerva Ann scornfullv Yod nlluz
jump when yo hear an owl hoot

itn one juh dem did bite Pete an
turned him all black as your shoe

O laws-u-mass- y bre3S my soul yo
don t say sof screamed tne negress

Whnr Pete Leme see de placo at
onct

No twasnt nothing said Pete
shame facedly and to change the conver-
sation

¬

related and some bushwhackers
caught Undo Ephraim and was about to
lick him to death if he wouldnt tell
where we was but Uncle Eph stood it
HKe a man and gave em the frosty turn-
down

¬

AVe jumped in and took him away
from em t

Jes like Ephtogo moseyin round
not watchin out fer nothin commented
Aunt Minerva Ann little interestsd in the
incident If ho bed V told Id a
skinned him worsen theyuns wuz

Ill skin him anwny if ho
dont find somejtneat- - But le me see de
place whar dat orful ting done bit yo
honey

Why in de world jdont youze git dat
wench some meat asked Patsy as they
walked away after- - finishing their coffee

Whar in creation- - Id like t know
grumbled UudcJEphraira kin I git any
meat Mout as well hunt fer de grace
ob God mong de rebels as fur meat whar
dar aint none an a hundred tousand
men lookin fur hit A pig or a chicken
datd lib round hyah a day would hab
t cider fly higher dan a tukey buzzard
or run fnstern a bullet

Deres jist plenty o meat here if
youzell only go fur it answered Patsy

Weze allers had plenty at de fort such
as it was and it was good enough when
youze couldnt git no other which was
most o the time It was betteru de meat
dez issued to weze I kin git youze all
de fresh Confederit pork youze want to
cat

You can said Pete eagerly Lets
go for it at once Id sell my shoes to
get Aunty some fresh pork

Well cully sherry down to camp nntl
tip youze pardner Sandy to come up wid
his gun and wezell pad de hoof right
over to de Confederit commissary and
draw all de steaks cutlets and chops dat
wcuch wants
- Cant we cit enougli for Sergt KJegg

and the rest o the boys asked Pete
starting Theyre very hungry too

Lets git some fer de wench fust
said Patsy cautiously Shes beefin
most bout meat Den wezell see bout
de udders

Pete and Sandy came back with their
guns

Clap de frog stickers on commanded
Patsy ns lie led the way to a swamp

Bring a butcher knife wid youze Uncle
Ephraim

Pete and Sandy looked a little startled
at these preparations but they were too
proud to ask questions or hesitate

Dis heres de Confedrit Commissary
said Patsy aftr they had threaded their
way some distance into the swamp Its
jest full o ment an Ill show- - how dey
draw it down at de fort

He cut a stout pole and began looking
for nlligator holcs He presently came to
one whose size and appearance suited
him called Uncle Ephraim to his side
anil gave these directions to Saudy and
Pete

Deres a Confedrit pig in dere an
weze n goin to haul him out Hes a little
difrunt from his bruddcr dat runs trough
tie woods Hes not so thin an hes got
a bigger jaw an tail an lots more meat
on him When I poke ilis stick down hell
grab it an Uncle Ephrnim 11 pull him
out When he conies out keep clear o
his tail fer he kin hit an awful swipe
wid it an look out to job bim wid yer
beyonets jest behine de foreleg If youze
hit him right youzell settle him to wunst
But youze got to be spry an cool at de
same time

I think I can ring the bell said
Sandy warming up to the scheme and
not wanting to appear inferior to the New
York boy Le me get on this side Pete
and you take the other The lefts near¬

est the henrt Then if I miss you can
prod him Now dont get rattled

Whos going to get rattled Indig-
nantly

¬

inquired Pete Im no more like-
ly

¬

to lose my nerve than you Mr
Smarty

Petes manner did not support his
words for he was a little shaken by his
experience with the fauna of this region
Uncle Ephraim looked very rueful that he
had come along but it would never do to
back out now before the boys

Patsy thrust the pole into the hole and
felt the jaws grasp it viciously He called

tHj0r o
Ili Break Ebeuy Bone in wufless ephs Kariciss per

FOOIilN Dat
on Uncle Ephraim and the negros strong
arms dragged to the surface a lively young
alligator who showed such resentment at
being disturbed that Uncle Ephraim took
refuge on a high Cyprus knee

Pete forgetful of Patsys instructions
regarded the savagely swishing tail as the
point of assault and began frantic but
futile attempts to bayonet it Sandy af-
ter

¬

one successful thrust got his range
and succeeded in landing his point in the
vital spot and the alligator gave up tho
ghost

Jee whiz hes a dandy youngster
said Patsy regarding the result sat-
isfaction

¬

Yes weve got him said Sandy wip ¬

ing off bis bayonet with some leaves
But whats he good for

Good for echoed Patsy Deres
more meat on him a razor
back hog an its a heap better chawin
an fillin Take yer whittle dere Uncle
an rip open his bread basket an take off
his hide

Uncle Ephraim descended slowly from
his perch of safety cautiously approached
the alligator made sure that he was
really dead by giving the carcass a kick
and then it on its back

Skin him jest youae would a calf
directed Patsy

This Uncle Ephraim understood He
made a long slit down the breast and
belly others for each of tho legs and the
skin came off as readily as would a cows

lie do look liko a pig remarked
Uncle Ephraim surveying the carcass
after the repulsive head skin paws and
tun nad oeen removed

Jest as good nork as youze ever et
said Patsy Heap bettern- dese alligator
hoes dat runs in tie woods Dere haln t
so much diffrunce betwixt one dat paddles
in de swamps an de one dat gallops over
de sand Both live on snakes fish an
sieh truck I likes de swamp feller bet-
ter

¬

Hes fatter an tenderer
My how he smells of musk cjaca--

lated Pete
Dey all does an so does do razor back

hog But youze dont have to eat de
smell Dat goes off in de air

If Uncle Ephraim had any scruples
they quickly vanished at the sight of the
tempting fresh meat and he soon carved
tho carcass into very presentable shoul
ders hams snare ribs etc

Dars suttinly a mouty nice looking lot
ob fresh meat for de ole woman he re-
marked

¬

contemplating the result as it
lay spread out on tho clean shining mag-
nolia

¬

leaves Dat suttinly orter satisfy
her an stop her tongue Les tota hit
right up t her Don t say nuffin bout
whar we done got hit Nervys de best
ole woman in de worl but shes got some
culiar notions an yo nebber know jes

whar shes a gwine t break out
Aunt Minerva Anns dark brow dearcd

up as she saw them stringing along to-
ward

¬

her headed by Uncle Ephraim and
each bearing in his hand pieces of meat
lying on the dark green leaves

Done tole yo dar was plenty ob meat
in de country she remarked if youd
only stir yourself an look fer hit What
yo got dar

Confedrit fresh pork remarked Uncle
Ephraim laying his share down

Laws-a-mass- y what nice meat she
exclaimed delighted But what a queer
smell hit has

All do hogs round hyah smells dat-a-wa-y

smells ob musk sumfin dat dey
eats answered Uncle Ephraim Rec6I
leck how our hogs uscter smell ob hickory-

-nuts an punkins in de Fall
Probably these ve bin on musk

melons suggested Pete
I must hurry up an cook some ob dis

fer de Cunnel afore I eat any myself
though Is nwful hongry fer meat said
Aunt Minerva Ann enthusiastically

Pore man hes jes starviu
Uncle Ephraim went over to the head

quarters stables to sec how his substitute
bad been taking care of the Colonels
horses taking Patsy him was
soon ubsorbed in rating his underling for
bis shortcomings and in repairing them
Patsy lay down on some rice straw and
was soon sleeping the sleep of yputh
fatigue

Vov what devilment nave you young
sters been up to remarked Shorty as
Icto and baudy came slipping back and
quietly replaced their guns In the stack

lou look so mild and quiet that im

V

sure youve been at something that you tured who told em he wonld take era
oughtnt Over there by the fire youll to the Confedrit commissary where they
find some rice and sweet potatoes we vecouiu draw plenty of Uonfitlrlt rresn poric
saved for yon Tnint much but it s
the best that can be done now After
you eat it youd better lay down with the
rest and get some sleep You oed it bad
ns we all do The Sergeants bin asleep
for an hour Sove I until I woke up to
wonder whatd become of you I ra go
ing to lay down again and nave my sleep
out You do the same

Shorty stretched himself on his blanket
and was soon snoring

Sandy I wonder if alligator meat is
really good meat Pete whispered as
they devoured their rations in a silence
that showed that both had something on
their minds besides the adventures they
had just been through

I guess so answered Sandy hcsl
tntingly showing the doubts in his own
mind Patsy the Kinch says it is He
ought to know Why shouldnt it be

Dont know Patsy aint just our
kind you know And then alligators
look so horrible

Thats because we aint used to them
answered Sandy trying to persuade him-
self

¬

These alligator hogs would look
just as bad if wed never seen em be-

fore
¬

Do you really think they would
asked Pete

They ate along slowly and silently for
some minutes with each doiug much
thinking Presently Pete broke silence

Sandy do you think it was the
right thing to palm off that alligator meat
on Aunt Minerva Ann and the the
Colonel for fresh pork

Aunt Minerva Ann was nearly starved
for fresh meat answered Sandy trying
to stifle his own conscience

I know but she wanted real pork or
chickens or something

Patsy said it was all right what
theyd bin cnting down at the fort

I tell you agiin4 Patsy aint our kind

Dat Ole
ME atvay

with

dan

turned
like

livin

with and

and

just

the rebels aint our kind almost blub
bered Pete Hed do lots o things that
me and you wouldnt And we shouldnt
ve told no lie to Aunt Minerva Ann and

more especially to the Colonel Think of
playing off on the Colonel

We didnt tell no lie said Sandy
feebly

No but we acted it which Is worse
Think of what Aunt Minerva Ann and
the Colonel will think- when they find it
out

They may never find it out
But they will they will They cant

help if groaned Pete And if there
was nothing wrong about it why did w
both sneak back to the company and say
nothing Why didnt we bring some of
tho meat back to the boys and tell where
wed got it which we would ve done
if itd bin all right and wed just stole
it

Dont say anything more Pete said
the badly disturbed Sandy Lets lay
down and take a snooze and think it
over

They fell into a troubled doze from
w hich Pete woke with a yell that startled
the others into wakefulness He had
dreamed that the Colonel had changed
into an immense alligator with big dull
fierce green eyes who was tearing him
limb from limb while Aunt Minerva Ann
stood by and looked on approvingly He
was so broken up and bluoberinr that SI
and Shorty had to turn to Sandy for an
explanation which was given with the
look and accent of confessing a murder

Si and Shorty looked grave as they
listened to the story

Theres nothing to do but go right up
to headquarters and make a clean breast
of 4t said Si Come on Shorty come
on Pete and Sandy

They found the Colonel and Adjutant
just rising from a hearty dinner while
Aunt Minerva Ann beaming with satis-
faction

¬

nibbled at fragments of the
feast as she cleared away the things

I declare Adjutant said the Colonel
producing a gold toothpick though that
meat was auito rank

Outranks you Colonel said the Ad-
jutant

¬

reproducing a usual army joke
Yes outranks me or even the Major

Gcneral commanding the corps accepted
the Joloticl yet it was fresher even than
you are and the Colonel made a poke at
tne Adjutants ribs vet i don t know
when I ve ever enjoyed a meal more

That musky flavor was very peculiar
and very strong remarked the Adjutant
It must come from something that the

pigs eat down here I suonose that
theres some plant which produces iusk
mat tneyre ronn or J ten you wnat
Colonel weve got the best foragers in
the 200th Ind that there is in the whole
army Think of their finding fresh pork
and lots of it In the midst of this ocean
of hungry men

Its simply wonderful answered the
Colonel If it was not for losing the
best scouts and fighting men from the
regiment Id move everything to have
Sergt Klegg made Commissary of Sub
sistence for the corps with his squad
as his assistants

Never do in the world to lose them
from the regiment answered the Adju-
tant

¬

shuddering nt the thought But
here he comes with his partner walking
as if they were going to a funeral Poor
fellows how tired they must be That
last trip of theirs was enough to wear out
iron men Hello Sergeant what are you
doing up Your orders were to sleep and
rest for the next 48 hours

Colonel said Si as they all saluted
with the utmost gravity and with tho
look and accent of delivering the boys
iver to instant execution these thought ¬

less little brats here indicating Sandy
and Pets with a solemn wave of his
hand are the best boys in the world but
they will get into more trouble in a min-
ute

¬

than a grown man will get em out
of in a month

Boys will be boys said the Colonel
Recollect that you were a boy once your¬

self Sergeant
lney round Aunt Minerva Ann thvc

continued Si determined to have the
whole sad truth out at once complaining
about not being able to get any fresh
meat that you nnd she were starving for
lack of It Being moved nnd Instigated
by the devil and that little imp of a New
lork boy from tha fort that we cap--

they went out into the swamn and with
out thinking at the time what it all mciiLt
they caught and killed n young alligator
skinned htm and brought the meat to
Vunt Minerva Ann there to cook They
didnt say nothin to us when they came
ictcK but directly they begun to think it
over

Pete broke down into a loud incon
trollable blubber while Sandy took tha
position of facing the firing squad at once

Alligator meat groaned the Adju¬

tant beginning to crow white about the
gills

Gator meat screeched Aunt Miner¬

va Ann making a bolt for the back of
the camp where she was soon heard ap
parently trying to throw up the soles or
her substantial army brogaus

Alligator llesh said the Colonel with
amused interest Im so glad of it Ive
just been reading Da Chaillus travels in
Africa and he tells ns how much he en-
joyed

¬

when he was hungry eating alii- -
gator steaks and cutlets Ive thought
Id like to try them myself Why not
Turtle is very good eating Gourmirnts
think it is the best that can be found
Alligators must be very like them They
live the same way and on pretty much
the same things Here Aunt Miperva
lets see some of that meat

Aunt Minerva Anns retching stopped
at the sound of the Colonels voice and
the Adjutants face resumed its usual
color

As nice looking meat as I ever saw
said the Colonel examining some of tha
meat Looks very much like turtle
sjcaks

Confederate pork said the Adju ¬

tant Well that is a good joke Lets
play it on some ot the other fellows Its
too good to keep to ourselves Sergeant
keep this mum ns the grave and as soon
as you get rested go out into the swamp
and kill a young fat alligator

And Ill send a mess of Confederals
fresh pork up to the General with my
compliments as an exhibition of the en-
terprise

¬

ot my foragers said the Colonel
catching on

Ill break ebery bone in dat wuflesa
ole Ephs karkiss fer foolin me dat-a-wa-

grumbled up Aunt Minerva Ann
picking up the stout peker and glaring
jiound for her husband 1 done wonder
whar he is

Can you tell me where Ill find Gen
Howards headquarters asked a very
tited and muddy cavalryman riding a
very muddy horse that looked ready to
drop with fatigue Ah Colonel ho
continued saluting excuse me I didnt
see your straps at first Since youra a
Colonel Im at liberty to say to you that
we have succeeded in communicating with
our ships in the sound and informing
them of the armys presence

O go chase yourself with your stale
news burst out Shorty in his gladness
to have Pete out of the scrape The
Colonels had his own men down to the
ships long ago Go off nnd hunt butter-
milk

¬

and chickens Thats all you caval
rymen are good for Uhe iUUtn Imianny
can beat you every day in the week find¬

ing ships Tell ns abont the crucifixion
or tne nnng on Jtort burnter or some¬

thing that you know something about
To be continued

Some official with a desire to advertise
himself proposes to seize the late Capt
Howgates life insurance and turn it into
the Government Treasury in satisfaction
of that much of the Captains defalcations
It happens that this policy was kept up
by his devoted daughter from her salary
as clerk and it therefore represents her
little savings How far Capt Howgate
who was a gallant soldier by the way
was made a scapegoat for the others wa
shall not say We shall admit that ha
deserved all his punishment But tha
Government had its innings with him
while he was alive and it Is exceedingly
small business to now follow up hi3 daugh
ter and try to rob her

There is a side to Mrs Carrie Nation
that should be spared jeers She is 55
years old and as we nil know a very
lively woman for her age She has been
married for 23 years to a man now 73
years old and who seems to have always
been prettly badly blasted by the drouth
for she has supported him most ot tha
time She is just womanly enough to
ding to him for his very worthlessness
and proposed to go on supporting him un-

til
¬

his death It gave her something to
live for and an outlet for her feminine
tenderness Now he wrings her heart by
applying for a divorce

TifE beaver promises to become the Na-

tional
¬

emblem of Canada and they ara
proposing to coin a 10 piece to be called
the royal beaver a 5 piece to ba
called the beaver and a 250 piece to
be called tho half beaver The bearer
will take the place of the English sot
creign or pound sterling Let them
have the beaver We never did think
much of a beast so stupid as to go on
gnawing trees down with his teeth in this
age of portable saw mills

Gov Odeix has been giving Chatauqua
a fresh breath of common sense He told
the attendance that it was wrong to speak
of politics as degrading Politics must
necessarily be just as good as the people
for the Government was theirs and was
precisely what they made it If a bad
man was elected to office it was the fault
of every man in the community and parti-
cularly

¬

of those who stayed away from
the polls

Sometimes when a sound dear headed
lawyer like Assistant Secretary Campbell
pricks Evanss flatulency with the keen
point of logic the result is humorous For
example the decision elsewhere given
where Evans refused a pension to some
soldiers minor children on the ground
that the mother had remarried Mr Camp-

bell
¬

points out that they were children
of their father also and inherited some
rights from him which were independent
of their mothers action

Mb Winters the highly skilled artist
who got away with 320000 of United
States gold is an illustration ot an old
and well known rule with criminals No
matter how much cunning they display in
the planning and execution of their crime
it seems- - to desert them in the moment of
success Winters showed phenomenal
ability in the planning nnd execution of
his scheme but as soon as the gold was
sunk in the bay he became as putty in the
hands of the detectives

We certainly made mistakes enough in
the war of the rebellion but never so
many as the British have made in their
South African scrape But we did not
repent onr mistxkes and we quickly
worked out our incompetents and put
men to tho front who were onto the
job which the British seem incapable
of doing

o

It only took one cargo ot Brazilian
coffee to convince the Porto Ricans that
they dont want the Constitution to fol-

low
¬

tho dag Uniform duties and taxes
are all very well when they are very well
but there are times when they are not
and free Brazilian coffee is one of them

As England has spent 3000000 among
tho Missouri and Kansas farmers for
mules and horses it would look as If
Webster Davis made a mistake in choos ¬

ing sides


